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PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
“A Disciple Making Community”
“KNOW, GROW, and GO” _l_

West Salem, Wisconsin —I
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

Christmas Eve, Wednesday, Dec. 24th, 2025

Welcome! We are glad you are here tonight!

Our mission here at Prince of Peace is to exist to be a disciple making community
for the Lord Jesus Christ. Our message is that we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. If you have questions about the Christian faith or Prince of
Peace, our pastor or one of our elders would be happy to talk with you.

Please let us know you were here. Please fill out a Connection Card. Thank you!

Pastor: Rev. Peter Adelsen
Cell: 765-860-5204  Emuail: pastor@wspop.org

Elder: Dan Kolander, 608-697-5458, Email: dkolander5458@¢omail.com
Elder: Joe Scholze, 608-780-6771, Email: josephscholze@gmail.com

Church Office: 608-786-3938 Email: Officec@ WSPOP.org
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30am-12:00pm (staffed voluntarily)

Theme for Tonight’s Service

We decorate for Christmas. Our decorations include wrapped presents—gifts in
colorful boxes and bags that are place under the Christmas tree. But these gifts all pal
in comparison to the gift that started it all at Christmas—the gift of God’s Son, whose
birth brings us regeneration, renewal, an eternal life. On Christmas (Eve), let us
consider how the gifts under the tree point us to God’s indescribable gift in

Jesus Christ.


mailto:pastor@wspop.org
mailto:dkolander5458@gmail.com

Invocation
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In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Christmas Eve Versicles

RERE

&=

®

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.

We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son who came from
the Father.
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia.
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 All  you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
H
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:
And still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.
Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain- ful steps and slow:

When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.
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“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look up, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,
His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,
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The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.
Reading: Genesis 3:8-15 Genesis 3:8-15

A reading from Genesis, chapter 3.

8They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to him,
“Where are you?” '°And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” ''He said, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”
2The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the
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tree, and I ate.” '*Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have
done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
“The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15T will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

332 Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come, Vir - gin’s Son, make
2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, By the Spir - it
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here  Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav'n and earth,

of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—
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That the Lord chose such a birth.

Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
Reading: Genesis 22:15-18 Genesis 22:15-18

A reading from Genesis, chapter 22.

15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven '%and
said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and
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have not withheld your son, your only son, "I will surely bless you, and I will surely
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore.

And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, '*and in your offspring
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

372 Once in Royal David’s City LSB 376
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1 Once in roy - al Da - vid’s cit - y Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who is
3 For He is our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
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low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
day like us He grew; He was it tle, weak, and
own re - deem - ing love; For  that child so dear and
oXx - en stand -ing by Shall we see Him, but in
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar -y
sta - ble, And His <cra - dle was a stall; With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He
heav -en, Set at God’s right hand on high.  Then like
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was that moth-er  mild, Je - sus Christ her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our  sad-ness, And Heshares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is  gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All  in white, His praisewill sound!
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Reading: Isaiah 7:14; 9:2-7 Isaiah 7:14
A reading from Isaiah, chapters 7 and 9.

"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel....

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
3You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
“For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
SFor every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es - tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
)
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The Cross be bormme for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Reading: Micah 5:2-5 Micah 5:2-5

A reading from Micah, chapter 5.

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me

one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
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when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel.
“And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.
3 And he shall be their peace.
When the Assyrian comes into our land
and treads in our palaces,
then we will raise against him seven shepherds
and eight princes of men;

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv'n!
40 ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’'n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,

No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
0O come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!
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Reading: Matthew 1:18-25
A reading from Matthew, chapter 1.

¥Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. '?And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 2°But as he considered these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 2!She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet: 2*Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). 2*When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, °but knew her not until she had given
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Matthew 1:18-25

364 Away in a Manger LSB 364
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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The  stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra - dle dll morn - ing it nigh.
And take us to to live with Thee there.

heav - en
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Reading: Luke 2:1-20 Luke 2:1-20
A reading from Luke, chapter 2.

'In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor
of Syria. *And all went to be registered, each to his own town. “And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. ®And while they were
there, the time came for her to give birth. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. '°’And the
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy
that will be for all the people. !'For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. '>And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” '*And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

SWhen the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known to us.” '®And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. !”’And when they saw it, they
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. '*And all
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up
all these things, pondering them in her heart. *?And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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1 “From heav’n a - bove to earth I come To bear good
2 “To you this night is born a child Of Mar - vy,
3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, Who hears your
4 “He will on you the gifts be - stow Pre - pared by
5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: The swad-dling
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news to ev - 'ty home; Glad tid - ings of great
cho - sen vir - gin mild; This lit - tle child of
sad and bit - ter cry; He will Him - self your
God for all be - low, That in His king - dom,
clothes and man - ger dark. There you  will find the
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joy I bring, Where - of I now will say and sing:
low - ly Dbirth  Shall be the joy of all the earth.
Sav - ior be From all your sins to set you free.
bright and fair, You may with us His glo - ry share.
in - fant laid By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”
Sermon “The Gift of God’s Son” (Luke 2:1-20)
Offering Special Music: “Peace Came to Earth” (POP Choir)
Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Collects Psalm 102:1
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O Lord, hear my prayer.
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And let my cry come to You.

Collect of the Day: Christmas Eve Christmas Eve
P) O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our
Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Collect for Peace
P} O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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~ Distribution of Light ~

Pastor lights His candle from the Christ Candle to be shared with the Assistants.
Worship Assistants will light candles of those seated in the center/inner aisle.
Do not tip a lit candle. Receive the light by tipping the unlit candle.

The service continues after all candles are lit.
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1 Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! All 18 calm,
2Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
3Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Son of God,
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all is bright Round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en -ly
Heav’'n-ly hosts sing, Al -le-1lu - ia! Christ, the Sav-ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly peace.

born! Christ, the Sav - ior, 1S born!

birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
~ Extinguish Candles ~

Benegicamus Psalm 103:1
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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Benediction (Pauline)

(P] The grace of our Lord I~ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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387 Jnoy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav -ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King; Let ev - ry heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
[ & .
g \ | — I
: R I I { - = ! i — —
S i [ — o
room And heav’'n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse 1Is found, Far as the curse 1is
ness And won-ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
found, Far  as, far  as the curse  is found.
love, And won ders, won - ders of His love.

Go in peace and Serve the Lord, thanks be to God!
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Christmas at Prince of Peace
“O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!”
On Christmas, we receive the greatest gift of all: Jesus Christ, our Lord!
Join us at Prince of Peace as we celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord

Christmas Day Divine Service
Thursday, Dec. 25 at 9 a.m.

First Sunday after Christmas
Dec. 28, at 9 a.m.

Circumcision and Name of Jesus Divine Service
Thursday, Jan. 1, at 9 a.m. (breakfast at Features to follow)

Second Sunday after Christmas
Jan. 4, at 9 a.m.

Advent Christmas Epiphany
from the Latin for a contraction of “Christ’s from the Greek for
“coming,” the season of ~ mass.” This day (Dec. 25)  “appearance.” This festival
Advent focuses on and its season celebrate (Jan. 6) and its season
Christ’s first coming at the birth of Christ. The  celebrate the revelation of
Christmas, His second season is also called Jesus to the world as
coming on the Last Day, Christmastide and is in God’s Son.
and His coming in total 12 days. This season
between by Word and celebrates the fulfillment
Sacrament. of the Advent
expectation.



